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ABOUT THE BOOK
What would you think if you met an older kid, dressed in strange 
clothes, who seemed lost and didn’t know what year it was? 
Twelve-year-old Michael Rosario, living in 1999, has enough 
problems without helping odd strangers, but he still befriends 
Ridge, the strange lost kid. So does Michael’s babysitter and 
crush, Gibby, who’s sixteen. Could Ridge really be a time traveler 
from the future? Fascinated by the peculiarities of 1999 and 
carrying a book that seems to sum up history, Ridge sparks 
curiosity and determination in Michael. Amidst Michael’s fears 
that Y2K will cause the end of the world, his secret stockpiling, 
and his feelings of inadequacy, Michael finds inspiration in Ridge’s 
fearless spirit. Through his time with the buoyant Ridge and with 
the encouragement of friends and family around him, Michael 
gains a new way of looking at himself and the confidence to test 
his courage.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
 1. �What is Michael like when the novel opens? How do his 

interactions with Ridge change him by the end of the book? 

 2. �Discuss the relationship between Michael and his mother. 
What happened with her last job that makes Michael feel 
guilty?  

 3. �Who is Mr. Mosley? What role does he play in Michael’s 
life? Discuss Mr. Mosley’s advice, “Before you go to sleep at 
night, ask yourself: Was I the best person I could be today? If 
the answer is no, do better tomorrow” (p. 101).

 4. �Delve into the dynamics between Michael and Gibby. How 
does Michael feel about her? How does she feel about him? 

 5. �What remarkable fact about Gibby’s future is revealed at the 
end of the novel? What foreshadows that future role? How 
did she end up with the LEGO robotics set?

 6. �What is peculiar about Ridge? Discuss his interest in 1999 
and how his presence impacts Michael and Gibby.

 7. �Discuss Ridge’s description of a mall: “A place filled with 
contemporary sights and sounds and teenagers and everyday, 
ordinary life. A place where you can get anything you need 
in the 1990s and find all kinds of things you didn’t know you 
needed. A place where people shop in real-life, in real places” 
(p. 77).  Compare Ridge’s perspective to Michael’s. 

 8. �Talk about Ridge’s explanation of “the first state of being” 
as “the present moment. It’s the first state of existence. 
It’s right now, this moment, in this car. The past is past. The 
future is the future. But this, right now? This is the first 
state, the most important one, the one in which everything 
matters” (p. 118). How is this concept significant in the 
novel?

 9. �Why does Ridge say that revealing where he’s from “might 
destroy the entire space-time continuum” (p. 39)? How 
could a time traveler affect the past and the future? What 
does the document in the founder’s hall reveal about the 
impact of Ridge’s journey?

10. �Discuss the book’s structure in which documents from the 
future are interspersed with scenes in 1999. What does it add 
to have the future documents? How is the writing in them 
different from the rest of the novel?
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EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
The Millennium Bug
The book opens by describing Y2K, a.k.a. “The Millennium Bug” or “The Year 2000 Problem,” one of 
Michael’s worries (p. xi). Find information about Y2K by using print and digital sources, and by talking 
to adults who remember it. Gather quotes from those sources and use them as a class to create a 
digital or classroom bulletin board. Drawing from the quotes, hold a classroom discussion about the 
fears, preparations, and reality of Y2K.

Act It Out
Because it features a lot of dialogue, including transcripts of Ridge’s family talking, this novel is perfect 
for readers theater. In groups, have students create a script by converting a scene into dialogue, 
starting with a short overview by a narrator. After practicing, present the scenes to the class. (Find 
advice on readers theater at aaronshep.com/rt.)

“Your One Wild and Precious Life”
Have students write an essay on one of these quotes or concepts, reflecting on the novel and their 
lives: 

• “Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life?” (p. 49)

• “It’s always a dangerous time to be alive. Depending on who and where you are” (p. 76).

• �“Before you go to sleep at night, ask yourself: Was I the best person I could be today? If the 
answer is no, do better tomorrow” (p. 101).

• �“The present moment. It’s the first state of existence. It’s right now, this moment, in this car. 
The past is the past. The future is the future. But this, right now? This is the first state, the most 
important one, the one in which everything matters” (p. 118).

• �The Conklin Principle: “For every bad outcome you can anticipate, you should consider at least 
one positive outcome” (p. 149).

• �“Everyone makes mistakes. It doesn’t mean you deserve only bad things” (p. 215).

Signs of the Times
The novel integrates many examples of popular culture among young people in the US in 1999.  As 
a class, make a list of some of those examples and put them into categories such as music, television, 
clothing, slang, and so on. In groups, have students choose another decade and research the popular 
youth culture of the time using print and digital resources. Create a multimedia presentation to share 
with the class.

Time Travel: Pro or Con?
Is time travel, if possible, likely to benefit society or harm it? Debate this topic by dividing into groups 
of four, with two students arguing the affirmative side—for time travel—and two arguing the negative. 
Follow a debate structure with each side presenting their ideas and then each side explaining why they 
disagree with the other (rebuttal).   
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