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DISGUSSION QUESTIONS

What motivates Verne’s grudge against Rose? What past events or personal biases
might have fueled his negative feelings toward her?

Rose navigates and even assimilates with the elite social circles of France, but never fully
fits in. Can you identify specific moments in her journey where this duality influenced
her career? Did it help or hinder her professional development in Paris?

The exhibition in Munich was a direct response to the political climate of Nazi
Germany. What do you think the exhibition was trying to achieve, and what does
the overwhelming visitor turnout suggest about the public’s attitude toward the art
displayed? Do you believe the exhibition was effective in fulfilling its mission?
Why or why not?

The significance of Rose’s acquisition of Frida Kahlo’s portrait raises questions about
their personal lives. After learning more about Kahlo’s life, what similarities can you
draw between her and Rose? Why might Rose have been particularly drawn to

this portrait?

On page 69, Rose describes the protection of French art as “one of the first reflexes of
defense of our country.” What do you think she means by this statement, and how does
it reflect the broader significance of art in times of war?

The role and importance of art during World War II is often overlooked in mainstream
narratives about the war. How does exploring the events of WWII through the lens of
art history enhance your understanding of the war’s broader cultural impacts, and its
impact on both the individual and society? How does this perspective shift our view of
the conflict’s human cost and legacy?

Rose forms meaningful connections with women like Madeleine Bernheim throughout
her career and involvement in the war resistance movement. How do these connections
differ from her interactions with her male colleagues? What does this say about gender
dynamics in the art world during this time?

Rose frequently risked her life to protect the Jeu de Paume and its collections. Given her
lack of official recognition and compensation, what drives her to make these sacrifices?
What do you think motivates her commitment to preserving art despite the

personal cost?

Rose chooses to remain somewhat passive during the rise of resistance groups in art
museums. What do you think influenced her decision to “keep her head down” (pg 134)?
In your opinion, would she have been accepted if she had aligned herself with

these groups?




DISGUSSION QUESTIONS

Picasso and others show extraordinary acts of solidarity and protection during the war,
such as when Picasso protects Matisse’s vault by fooling the German soldiers who came
to search it. What are some key moments in the book where characters demonstrate
defiance or selflessness in the face of danger? How do these actions compare to larger
acts of resistance?

Rose and Joyce’s relationship, marked by secrecy and their shared closeted identity, adds
complexity to their experiences during the Nazi occupation. How do the societal
pressures on women, particularly in the context of their relationship, impact their lives
before and during the war? How does this secrecy influence their choices and
interactions, especially in a time when personal identities had to be carefully guarded?

Rose, a diligent documenter, never writes a single word about Joyce’s arrest—a striking
omission given their closeness. How might the secrecy surrounding their romantic
relationship influence Rose’s decision to leave this out of her private and personal
records? What does this omission reveal about the personal struggles they faced?

Betrayal by close friends is a recurring theme in wartime, as seen through various
examples in the book. Why do you think such acts of treason occurred during a time
when people needed as much support and allyship as they could get?

Women often risked their lives for the war effort but received little recognition. Can you
think of moments in the story where women were sidelined by their male counterparts
despite their bravery? How might this impact their morale?

The liberation of Paris becomes tense for Rose when the crowd outside the Jeu de
Paume turns against her. What might have motivated this sudden shift in the crowd’s
celebratory sentiment, and what does this moment reveal about public perception in
times of political upheaval?

In the Epilogue, we learn about Rose and Rorimer’s relationship post-liberation.
Given Rose’s tendency to distrust others, especially men, what do you think allowed
her to place so much trust in Rorimer?

Rose claims she did it all “to save a little beauty of the world” (pg 299). Do you think the
aesthetic preservation of art was Rose’s primary motivation, or was there something
deeper that drove her actions?




