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Appetite for Definition is an entertaining, enlightening encyclopedia of over two 
hundred genres of rock music. One part reference guide, one part history book, and 
one part road map to navigating the interconnectedness of genre, this book is a must-
read for any rock fan.

To accompany his expansive guide, author Ian King has created Spotify playlists for 
every genre featured in his book, delivering the best each has to offer. Take an auditory 
tour as you explore over six decades of rock music with Appetite for Definition.



#

2 Tone

A

Acid Rock

Alternative Country 

Alternative Metal

Alternative Rock 

Ambient Rock 

Anarcho Punk

Art Punk

Art Rock

America, America

B

Baggy and Madchester

Baroque Pop

Beat Boom

Black Metal

Blues Rock

Boogie Rock

British Invasion

Britpop

C

C86

Canterbury Sound

Celtic Punk

Chamber Pop

Chillwave

Christian Metal

Christian Punk

Christian Rock

College Rock

Comedy Rock

Country Rock

Crossover Thrash

Crust Punk

Cuddlecore

D

D-Beat

Dance Punk

Darkwave

Deathcore

Death Metal

Desert Rock

SPOTIFY PLAYLISTS
Visit @ianfking1 on Spotify or click the links  

below to access each genre’s playlist

https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/0GCjUS3Yk04XUOeDLiIxVX?si=y1FprZi6Thq0ULJAxDgyww
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1WvXgvQ3oj4zrD2U8WWnuQ?si=MKVsKxcwSBKNVUFelkF6sw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/64O1yyPbltcLwAIh4BnG4B?si=e-NGpmE6RNaQpjTrR0NzHQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/72TTgdhbFZ4j35OjykgHbK?si=KPcjRHMhSs-bZS_q6Rz1xg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/62FQn1dxnA2pYvNQsdqwOT?si=HFNq0sOjT3ypyz0DGpXPIg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1Z3idml6qZgTppwfAa4ETD?si=oLHYZNraRXanKq6DRqJKRw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/0RCLlLGEVZ8X9Izy8nP9It?si=IF1qsw6qRnWZpNNsitNfdg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/3UBT5yGV2wzkrUc8XhWGz2?si=I0ZVF3y0RaaXwznDh6EEZA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/3ym8Xb9OoBykYmQCtXaZRM?si=N0dWGXlFQQ-6DP1wi_849g
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1Jiu3QzHAjj973hRmKl6UR?si=BQ1ogJs8RNeoy7aMvSd7Hg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/4LennZAFpwhycCnlv4Sax2?si=6qJjU4-nQkyO3uw7g28mLg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/16lkbcyTEpuD9wvtUnEn3T?si=FEaw70CUTO6jPPiqhXuQDw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/3kIDqZVqMbjduoKAjxo1Kh?si=mfkt0SvBTkSsvFUKMH5C2g
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/65Uukpue3IjyP6WKyUm0Zx?si=ecZ8nF6cTymWcWibkpKU9Q
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/3Y8nk6veFVKm4BvTylzIir?si=-Bzg-dGPQq2Q7kO0cgmbBQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6u9Zs7mTU85Kh2PEqGjw8r?si=SWiyzE2IQK20ATzeSXSQhA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/4UQtoHUxhxotG2kNPDVKcp?si=vvEo3Lj9TSOoZSzF7i7Hfg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/7E9Vsy6iaYwqBZA9aYHrBv?si=SfnHM5-DQ-qyKTkwS1NRpA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/7DGFUxAcnbZNSf8yJsZen4?si=Ia3-WYpHSwuAucZ8PliXnQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/3awpjRqzNLENP4CG0j8to8?si=iVXK_SgNRt2Y32Sggp8nWA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6QdTLWYdOIFCbkDmgur2PO?si=bmVHgEtlQc2yNPeT89GEMA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/4Zx6HxmHC3svBdagTNvfxH?si=PdULxGUeT86RdFZN049ecQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/3eDf3al8QDk7XY36PQo3vx?si=ogPc2kEoSKGyRwKRnS5dDA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6BaCqPaCxuyb5sthECIpHa?si=fRCUJYHgR1ig2t66Yw1tJg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6j318VKm3H1in2SS3K84px?si=UZsSUnx_QJqyJNZ9iMfHWg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/38NsOBhn8qVNkCw26meyzV?si=Er8rHpRBRnS_NNK76-nNOQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1X0JbAzcdX513gh76IT69g?si=NnG1maeyRUaEVuoxTbnJWA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/4787CVk8YjQzhBiYbg1qPr?si=YyWBNlJBR3OjY2Jz2wna2Q
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/5r9b5HxB6kY6hIMoluJtsW?si=-LGCcqvNSPyu9VfCiF2vkg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/5rvk2YCk49eyY98Obb38pg?si=VwqB_N_iRJq4pD2n7lbiBA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/54uEpdwNNRQRbSbDhqJqnT?si=AyS9eCHLRdCflIdU1XxwHg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/3wvG0i3qZGeQlEnS5pWWAy?si=6bp9dAeBR3GlySBSo80-Xw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/3NqeitMXnlqINBCB4WOaCn?si=nmuTDTuXTy26EECqkPXV8g
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/0BWfcw4sfrynRsajFAmETx?si=biq842ErR7qNqprjg8Gtyg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6jIkI94aeqSjFsNPxirv6f?si=glbAjqJ2R-eYPGlgc2qQiA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/08XzbPG7UrS2MEkxgqXHVx?si=vxIck9vuQCuuy77qkMQzlg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/7FRx3dPDc0l6jeilcMX552?si=fIOBRr-5Tj-wXak0OGUP2w
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1EJSAAQE5xyLDjDPfID54j?si=j4_JBBCzSra0x5KySsea-w
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1


Digital Hardcore

Doom Metal

Dream Pop

Drone Metal

Dunedin Sound

Dressing Up

E

Electric Folk

Electronicore

Emo(core)

Ethereal Wave

Experimental Metal

F

Folk Metal

Folk Punk

Folk Rock

Freak Folk

Freakbeat

Funk Metal

Funk Rock

G

Garage Punk

Garage Rock

Garage Rock Revival

Glam Metal

Glam Rock

Goth Metal

Goth Rock

Grindcore

Groove Metal

Grunge

H

Hard Rock

Hardcore

Heavy Metal

Hypnagogic Pop

Have a Sense of Humor

I

Indie Folk

Indie Pop

Indie Rock

Industrial Metal and  
Industrial Rock

J

Jangle Pop

Jazz Rock

K

Kindie Rock

Krautrock / Kosmische Musik

https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/437FMIXiMls2lZrAiQnkVS?si=wQwlxPZwR32og7lWvMns-w
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/0b6IGTHrXSSAbEr8DW40Pb?si=EQ9ZK2gdQBq7BD-uuV0YFg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/0tVAfT7zICFRkNj3owoaOo?si=f17pwywhTvm5ai5A0UtfXw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/2TQ6DaWpR7gH9VwsHyrxQu?si=4PlvXCi7SZaVfYqWYhFtyQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1P2nkhy6Q8fFCT3qn2CHm6?si=vbzJtP1FT460tZbn0NzWkQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/5mzV1GGLwMyMtEA7AAHZyv?si=Bksi_JhJREytLR6ppsZgkQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/5b5sDmYUUMpQpuqRrta6Y3?si=lSGPDiYqSe6QK1zWsg7HDw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/0hHQDLbdrMMPnLntiIH6Vu?si=hYjN68-PQEehbBWuZuUxKA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/0WyibFB7UVgDlswyJZPgWr?si=uQySrDQDQOO0eoeBa5LKhQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/4iL5XOyfmyRtNiFgTPOuCK?si=8bGPsrc1RBuNlFNpJJmGpQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/4y1k15ZlO3pkYJOzxPbjAX?si=_BB0QJjxQfqdD7gHA3V00w
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/44gpkd0215WTEuNgoNxVMO?si=bT2IG0kkT5CeW_UZqilq2w
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/0Kdff9KnChDMmc43nWjMvz?si=M2p7PiP-R8yL-cKVBdsbJQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6Set8iuhK0GvyvN6Nl6JZH?si=s5qGzpvPQWmWx3wSIhSbSw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/0a7eDOJ5PqdFQ1lgKeeI3k?si=STlYKBCPT7e9KUR7m_TXnQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/2VyrwCTpNQfFiK3G4kMh7F?si=v4fzesLDSguGR6gZY6fHUA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6Z9HysCgX6HZcu0IjnNHUM?si=lc12ruQZRyOBTYrd7LzyPA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/4lIvw09oKBkR84CpelXgAN?si=ioJs1H2vSOK3GuHKOCFWzw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6ePYEXpYgBg9At79lw36G9?si=lXUTGqzdS3-5ImxKZ52QsQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1fOosMEEomXTgGn8ZtZGlC?si=-FIqH4nJTfWJzV_gV6_n0w
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1IxwN6Kk6qGhKM0ovtYckc?si=eRQeQZa_TK2fDV1pijOnLQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6nAr7mefV5vX2p2RD0OCPu?si=uRIor58gRJilXOKLSpE7Lw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/3YsG1svScwZfoQKiLETdAT?si=VdkZzeoqS9KLuM4UIlp1_A
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/3O0HBiRmcv4x8yHzaRdNvS?si=fT5Nbh2WTK2wXL2yYTDqNQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/760RnJxDuMUlkwEeLLSvM3?si=ePkUZ7eZR2-umotyzc_RWA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6LxGD2vbK6hEjDFIsDRZTT?si=wAbYYvpITlGy9TW-QWsvIQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/112R7uwcFsEFaELMqbt5c9?si=SkTTuhjCQqSq0_TmxK_dzg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/5bofml9kGPTQ7JE9zPZiEL?si=7qHfKRpCRNqlkIRsH0AGQA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/42CdqO1IbdR20zRzpCDNfj?si=MpFTTqWbRl-JOVvkBygKhA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1OnOBCqPLP8Fz4bnNO4D2J?si=6B1umozOSOulLcAohN2Pvg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1g3ftnpLgBd30iRjbYyima?si=zPlZK4spQO--VHW4CTGHBg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/4t5kUPQllct1jue2yRRnFc?si=OJuFEvj_Tyi9Eh-WaM6gxQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6A4LoIVZbKj1yf00cHgoPW?si=rooZN-P7TfO-53R7O8_9_g
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/2QtrHnJYNBAp9UDtTCJxsI?si=yNubEHZqStaJJFbn448nJQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6uU6vIezHky9Tv0NwZkL4T?si=0CPLmV6oTSK5ww77Gr1VuA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/0kkEQLOFyephSBh2t9dmXy?si=RwFvaRa4Q9W1bxhWhY1RRA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6Klu5pguBKEWtNxwgFol1u?si=2r4MgPq-T8G8tmTy4aMpXw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6Klu5pguBKEWtNxwgFol1u?si=2r4MgPq-T8G8tmTy4aMpXw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1g59Kg4YDDOOLKbFiCcfky?si=BrNXYZFqREuB9FKtYwOtsA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/5yXNDgphiXeaBhCD4pwa5G?si=LrR00cB3TXm7jOivLNUlFA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/4b5RcsRaS7QKvRWefVdmQ5?si=ySvZ8aLmQ4O2LzuefLijIg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6gaSTUgqbB1Jo42gFZG4Yh?si=rgHKOUgTQDC1tdVBwaX84w


L

Lo-Fi Rock

M

Math Rock

Metalcore

Mod and the Mod Revival

Micro-Genres

N

Neo-Progressive Rock

Neo-Psychedelia

New Rave

New Wave

New Wave of American Heavy Metal

New Wave of British Heavy Metal

No Wave

Noise Pop

Noise Rock

Nu Gaze

Nu Metal

O

Oi!

P

The Paisley Underground

Pop Punk

Post-Britpop

Post-Grunge

Post-Hardcore

Post-Metal

Post-Punk

Post-Punk Revival

Post-Rock

Power Metal

Power Pop

Powerviolence

Progressive Metal

Progressive Rock

Proto-Punk

Psychedelic Folk

Psychedelic Rock

Psychedelic Soul

Psychobilly

Pub Rock

Punk Blues

Punk Jazz

Punk Rock

Q

Queercore

R

Raga Rock

Rap Metal

https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/4AyK33HHJ5SydeVknn2Mhz?si=lPZ2vosRQv6VjhlbYn_dxg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/4jsCdr6Qg3kTH6dV8gf8As?si=6G73GnA3Tficb_5L-mDvlw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/5GApgia1Fu75kihQNz18Ax?si=q8auFQyNReyFRZlJmfytrQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1DAB6oWt6fddJQYf6WfxAQ?si=WGlhvnyJQR2Mm106Qsr8zA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/3MgGvGOLd8yyXEAlviAIM8?si=o-ufjNSGTrOJ8bHGXNPpPA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/2xSHlEoyOkAFitC904uTe1?si=3HOUiABaSjiKluryb-22Jw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/3DuaKOdK0oTuA6BqQTW78S?si=Ul5-3WTyS2CXG__1NgB-bw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/2kPGi6ttyFknMQFxseoigV?si=eEUN-ggCQiyAEhbjjPV3UQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/5ewrHitp2shTJtTccGUVpO?si=zTYSLM15Tl6AVo9R-S69TQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1VUmRThLhqVmWEZWwrbWro?si=-7-Yh1sRQd23VZVbAwMUSg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/3ns5C5bMTBzGEpJgshLjD8?si=__F5jqX6Q5ipMtRn5U7pAg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/0PejgQsvMPwTKEtapuYhXN?si=jpNxpcsdRhC6T2u8nz-zAQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/72tlAKEDSEvOsbkOlJFUEG?si=FQNphuMQT_WYfltnrHkACg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1Mj2p4M50p4APy0QC6hIPK?si=hYf76BjmSoSlmX_-WfgXJw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/5nDO4BiBTWAOxeMa21MtDP?si=1wg2Skx9Q0GiXcLpQVr4iA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6TUu3eEQAkTEJVVVvFw5BY?si=_pMgm6P0TaqUZR-n9ghdHw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/5EB5zb7OcbgM30mdlVn56V?si=QjGSCogQS2-2tJY2NAKU-Q
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/30hPsWs6uau1JP9y0nYB6U?si=hWH7shhzRqysLltYQadmyA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6zG0MMpcEG27oGUjgROCu7?si=g5KPeUOOSrukV1aomKQtTQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/27SGWumR0nAMTkKibHn7eX?si=Y73E7XXIQX2QgZ5Qrc1wxg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/5vlk587bfiWlmM6pVKaTxc?si=Gt2jGSGDSueAzODeej-ssg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/0iQIvayeYimBl7275yrqtx?si=NPdfSYNSSuOC6SJOCNCAYQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6KpHDrYqP6FFtmH1JxUGxH?si=y99CdvrUTwe5mMED5v9R9g
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1ysl9T0xbo4eWHFn5sCEPi?si=qXOO2tm2ReaHkUDdzsW4DA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/1uU13LOF5t2gUU3nCHCVxA?si=dpKPFOHgRVmmQccu9p1aKA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/7L8tHQz6iLDfIoLtWUwHkE?si=FkbYA3LbSA2yBvmmIptJ5g
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/7fhmbZutD1cAI9KqMtCuHZ?si=0TN1tauZQ9i9mMTSjkL4iA
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/368rx2AlfiBeE99DEiNOMY?si=MGAYq073Q5SfJayN5xon-w
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/3GLuBa8mdxypNhtCtvoyAL?si=-DCOCiTYT36a1WcFjA0PXg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/0Ke3dCqvdDbUGUyI3mXLww?si=1YA7EIbUSBui6jYlyNtPHw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/75dBJZ3c9fdyfHxlaDcGVi?si=zbU3MR1_Ssy2PMG8pY_9ZQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/0WcM2zF4zfdnweAvCFdAIO?si=RcAtzhXnRgWG4nzAJHTM_A
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/7KKS79SYtNTumLV7aAqEU7?si=Hf9siLr5TYycgB48hIZ8_Q
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/5H3ADHkbWYOw1ZkdE4ZbUR?si=WwUC3_YGQii4v0F8vzkQrg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/2BBlHZgz84mXP5SgmmD3sh?si=yeocrfCGRyCjSvUCLuMjfw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/0h7LU46ICAPmAQ9iI6L2tt?si=S3ur61iJR0i5AX6-PH1qlQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/6bUUq3ymaulG2HCM0aZNax?si=94YmEBnmQIGUVpsuj0Virg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/40RLXLNOXA92nXdvun8iio?si=BIes-SN8R0CahzXILy2xLQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/7IKqzV2VRDTBBXOsIz9Wi4?si=bK7fk6rFTe2wAweHaNZszw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/7u9PTMUt287ms7hYHif5fN?si=kvboHMXWQWucIgGBq-spfw
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/304r2AqC0zUMpW6SrmRnnw?si=xiPqasVIQ8COa5U-jVKzBQ
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/5GGTPPe7wlPOH8IWUWjtni?si=giovKQfaRMOdeaYhqaP9rg
https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/7wLjLdTwhMSZG6FgJ3RIin?si=PUgmmzYQQ8uZb45Gda7Ehw


Rap Rock

Reggae Rock

Riot Grrrl

Rockabilly

Rock in Opposition

S

San Francisco Sound

Screamo

Shock Rock

Shoegaze

Ska Punk

Skate Punk

Skiffle

Slowcore

Sludge Metal

Soft Rock

Sophisti-Pop

Southern Rock

Space Rock

Speed Metal

Stoner Metal

Stoner Rock

Straight Edge

Street Punk

Sunshine Pop

Surf Rock

Symphonic Metal

Synth-Pop

Synth-Punk

T

Thrash Metal

Tropicalia

Twee

Translations

W

War Metal

Y

Youth Crew

https://open.spotify.com/user/ianfking1/playlist/2UMlwJkLiebhtmY1uqL7cJ?si=nW7K81kaQy6HggwXIzE49Q
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