
Reading Group Guide 

1. Why does Conklin choose to frame the story from 2077? Did you think that was effective?  

2. Which of the four Skinner siblings do you like the most?  

3. How do the effects of The Pause ripple through each of the four siblings’ lives? If the Pause had 

not happened, what do you think might have been different for each of the siblings? 

4. Noni came out of her paralyzing depression a staunch second-wave feminist. In what ways does 

her brand of feminism help her children, and in what ways does it let them down? How does 

Noni’s feminism compare to Fiona’s feminism, and to the feminism we are seeing today? What 

strides have we made as feminists and where do we still need to go? 

5. Joe and Fiona’s last conversation was an argument about Fiona’s blog, The Last Romantic. 

Whose side do you take in that argument? Why? 

6. Caroline and Fiona try to find Luna in several different ways. Why is it so important for them to 

find her? Did you think the PI was a good idea? The psychic? What did each sister need from the 

search for Luna, and did she get it? Why didn’t Renee want to find Luna? Which sister did you 

sympathize with the most? The least? 

7. After Joe’s death, the Skinner sisters break apart for a long time. What brings them back 

together? How much of family relationships are we able to control? Do you think sometimes it is 

necessary for families to separate for a time? 

8. Do you agree with Fiona’s decision to keep Rory’s existence from her siblings? 

9. Caroline ends her long marriage to Nathan, but they remain friends to the end of their lives. 

Renee leaves Jonathan in order to have a baby, but allows him to return when the baby is born. 

Fiona has two great loves: Will and Henry. What is Conklin saying about the nature of marriage? 

Why do you think the Skinner sisters find and forge meaningful partnerships, but Joe does not? 

10. At the end of her life, Noni tells Renee that, though her children have forgiven her for the Pause, 

she has never forgiven herself. Consider the ideas of betrayal and forgiveness. Who in this novel 

is a betrayer? Who is forgiven? Do you think forgiveness is necessary for rebuilding a 

relationship after betrayal? 

11. At the beginning of the novel, Fiona says, “This is a story about the failures of love.” At the end 

she says, “I was wrong to tell you that this is a story about the failures of love. No, it is about real 

love, true love.” Which do you think is correct? Is there room for both? 

 


