
WING & CLAW
Discussion Guide

By LINDA SUE PARK

BOOK TALK
The Wing & Claw series by Linda Sue Park follows the 
adventures of a young apothecary and a talking bat as they 
take on the dangers of the wilderness, explore the secrets of 
magic and medicine, and challenge the vile Chancellor who 
is threatening the wild creatures of the Forest of Wonders.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. �In Forest of Wonders, Raffa is an apothecary, meaning 

someone who uses plants to create potions and rem-
edies. Can you think of any plants that people use in 
real life like this?

2. �Raffa struggles with feeling like his inventions might 
be hurting the plants and animals around him. Have 
you ever struggled with something because you wor-
ried about hurting someone or something?

3.� �Compare and contrast Raffa and his cousin, Garith. 
How are they similar and how are they different? How 
do each of them grow and change throughout the 
book?

4. �Raffa and Kuma both go to incredible lengths to save 
the animals they care about. How does their love of 
animals influence their friendship, and how do you 
think this will carry over in Cavern of Secrets? 

5.� �How do you think Cavern of Secrets will begin given 
the ending of the Forest of Wonders?

6. ��What are some everyday things you do to help the 
environment? What more can you, your family, or 
even your school do to reduce the amount of trash you 
throw away and encourage recycling?

7. �Raffa encounters many different kinds of plants and 
animals on his adventures. Have you ever gone on 
a nature walk to identify plants and animals? What 
kinds of things did you see?

8. �Raffa and Echo have a very special bond and help each 
other throughout the Forest of Wonders. If you could 
speak with any animal, what animal would it be and 
why?

www.harpercollinschildrens.com

Jacket art © 2016, 2017 by Jim Madsen. Permission to reproduce and distribute this page has been granted by the copyright holder, HarperCollins Publishers. All rights reserved.

Linda Sue Park, recipient of the Newbery Medal for A Single Shard, is the bestselling 
author of many books for young readers, including picture books, poetry, and historical and 
contemporary fiction. Born in Illinois, Ms. Park has also lived in California, England, and 
Ireland. She and her husband, a journalist, now live in Rochester, New York, and have two 
grown children. Learn more at www.lindasuepark.com.

Photo by Sonya Sones


