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Questions for Discussion

1. As the story goes, nobody in Bogot' knows or remembers how Friday got his name'Viernes.
According to the oft-quoted nursery rhyme, "Friday's child is loving and giving." What does Friday end
up giving to the other characters in the novel?

2. Can Libertine really exchange thoughts with animals? It's been said that animals can sense storms
and other natural disasters before they happen, and can even tell when we humans are sick. Do you
think humans and animals can communicate? On what level?

3. What do you think is the difference between the sixth sense Gabriel has for animals, the psychic
bond that Libertine shares with animals, and the deep friendship that Sam develops with animals? With

whom do you relate most closely?

4. Neva says it best: Gabriel is an enigma. To some he may even seem to be a contradiction. He has such a deep, abiding love for marine
mammals, and yet he has captured more than forty whales, including calves. How do you think he reconciles his love of animals with his
aiding in their captivity?

5. When Neva asks Libertine if she ever wishes she couldn't sense animals, Libertine replies, "All the time." Why do you think this is? What
would cause her to want to give up her gift?

6. Libertine and Ivy could not be more different in their temperaments, backgrounds, and beliefs. And yet they form a very important
friendship. How is it that they can find common ground?

7. Friday has a happy life in Bladenham'much better than it was before'but he is alone in the sense that there are no other killer whales
around him. How does the theme of loneliness pervade the other characters' personal narratives?

8. Neva is known as the easygoing free spirit, and Truman is the sensible (sometimes uptight) one in their relationship. In what ways do
you think having Friday around'and eventually swimming with him' has been good for Truman? Taking Friday in was a big risk. Was it the
right choice?

9. One of the VIPs who visit Friday is an aging musician who is well past his prime. Could this be a metaphor? Why is this moment so
emotional for all of those who bear witness?

10. Juan's rescue was a total surprise that brought many unexpected lessons. What did each of the characters learn from Juan's plight
and eventual adoption?
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