Also by Sharon Creech

sHAron creecH | The Castle Corona

SHARON @131

i3

SHAROM CREECH

P

Hipfs

lllustrated by David Diaz

ISBN: 978-0-06-084621-3

ISBN-10: 0-06-084621-6 * $18.99 ($23.99)

Lb: 978-0-06-084622-0

Lb ISBN-10: 0-06-084622-4 * $19.89 ($24.89)
CD: 978-0-06-135533-2

ISBN-10: 0-06-135533-X * $25.95 ($32.95)

An imaginative tale about spoiled royals and the
peasant children who transform their lives.

Replay

Tr: 0-06-054019-2 + $15.99 ($21.99)

Lb: 0-06-054020-6 * $16.89 ($22.89)
Pb: 978-0-06-054021-0

ISBN-10: 0-06-054021-4 * $5.99 ($7.50)
CD: 0-06-082074-8 * $17.95 ($22.95)

* New York Public Library’s
“100 Titles for Reading and Sharing”

* Book Sense Pick
¢ CCBC Choice 2006

Granny Torrelli Makes Soup
Tr: 0-06-029290-3 * $15.99 ($19.99)

1 Lb: 0-06-029291-1 = $16.89 ($21.89)

Pb: 0-06-440960-0 * $5.99 ($7.99)
CD: 0-06-112212-2 * $17.95 ($22.95)
* ALA Notable Children’s Book
* ALA Booklist Editors’ Choice
* Book Sense Pick
* New York Public Library’s
“100 Titles for Reading and Sharing”
* Virginia Young Readers Award

Love That Dog

Tr: 0-06-029287-3 * $15.99 ($19.99)

Lb: 0-06-029289-X * $16.89 ($20.89)

Pb: 0-06-440959-7 * $5.99 ($7.99)

CD: 0-06-085278-X * $13.95 ($17.50)

* ALA Notable Children’s Book

* [RA/CBC Children’s Choice

* Notable Children’s Book in the Language Arts
(NCTE)

e Carnegie Medal Finalist

* New York Public Library’s
“100 Titles for Reading and Sharing”

e Publishers Weekly Best Book

e School Library Journal Best Book

* Book Sense Pick

* Dorothy Canfield Fisher Children’s Book Award
(Vermont)

¢ Maine Student Book Award

* Mitten Award (Michigan)

¢ Great Stone Face Book Award (New Hampshire)

¢ Volunteer State Book Award (Tennessee)

EESEEY  Ruby Holler

I Sl Tr: 0-06-027732-7 + $16.99 ($21.99)
| Lb: 0-06-027733-5 * $17.89 ($22.89)
Pb: 0-06-056015-0 * $6.99 ($8.99)
¢ Carnegie Medal

* ALA Notable Children’s Book

¢ School Library Journal Best Book
* Book Sense Pick

* California Young Reader Medal

* Volunteer State Book Award (Tennessee)

* Young Hoosier Book Award (Indiana)

* New York Public Library’s “100 Titles for Reading and Sharing”

Walk Two Moons
Tr: 0-06-023334-6 + $16.99
Lb: 0-06-023337-0 * $17.89
Pb: 0-06-440517-6 * $6.99
Pb:* 0-06-056013-4 * $6.99
*rack edition w/reading group guide
CD: 0-06-085276-3 * $25.95
* Newbery Medal
* ALA Notable Children’s Book
* Notable Children’s Book in the Language Arts (NCTE)
e School Library Journal Best Book
* Bulletin Blue Ribbon

(The Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books)
* Sequoyah Young Adult Book Award (Oklahoma)
* Virginia Young Readers Award
* Parents’ Choice Gold Award

ATEWE S The Wanderer

Illustrated by David Diaz

Tr 0-06-027730-0 * $16.99 ($21.99)
Lb 0-06-027731-9 * $17.89 ($20.89)
Pb 0-06-441032-3 * $6.99 ($7.50)

Pb* 0-06-076673-5 * $6.99 ($8.75)
*rack edition w/reading group guide

¢ Newbery Honor Book

* ALA Notable Children’s Book
* ALA Best Book for Young Adults

¢ IRA/CBC Children’s Choice

* School Library Journal Best Book

* ALA Booklist Editors’ Choice

* Bulletin Blue Ribbon
(The Bulletin of the Center for Children’s Books)

* Parents’ Choice Gold Award
* Book Sense Pick

& Joanna Cotler Books

An Imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers
www.sharoncreech.com
www.harpercollinschildrens.com
For exclusive information on your favorite
authors and artists, visit www.authortracker.com.
To order, contact your local bookseller or distributor.
Prices subject to change without notice.

This guide was prepared by Emily Linsay, teacher at the
Bank Street School for Children, New York, NY. Printed 8/07

ISBN-10: 0-06-137564-0

ISBN: 978-0-06-137564-4

Reading Group Guide

SHARON CREECH

WiINNER OF THE NEWBERY MEDAL FOR WALK Two Moons

Iluminared bl\_- David Diaz

The Castle Corona
By Sharon Creech




About the Book

When peasant children Pia and Enzio happen upon a
pouch in the forest surrounding the Castle Corona, their
lives become intricately entwined with the royal family,
and many characters’ lives are transformed as a result. As
a thief, two hermits, a wordsmith, and a village gossip
propel this fairy tale to an unusual “happily ever after,”
the novel addresses some of life’s great questions. In The
Castle Corona the privileged are far from perfect, the
worlds of the rich and the poor have more in common
than meets the eye, and discovering true identity is at
the bottom of it all.

Discussion Questions

I. In what ways is The Castle Corona a typical fairy tale?
In what ways is it a different kind of fairy tale?

2. Piais likened to an eagle because of her alertness and
confidence (page 27). Enzio is likened to an antelope
for his swiftness (page 66). Consider what you know
about Prince Gianni, Prince Vito, and Princess Fabrizia.
What animals would you assign to represent each of
them and why?

3. What parts of the book did you find funny? What
made those parts funny?

4. On page 20, Queen Gabriella contrasts insignificant
things that people think about with “larger” things. In
your life, what are some of your larger concerns versus
what you see as insignificant?

5. Signora Ferrelli refers to wisdom as “the wind in your
face.” What does this mean? Do you agree?

6. What prompts Queen Gabriella to visit the village?
Why did this visit turn out the way it did?

7. What do the palace garden and the hornbeam tunnel
do for King Guido and Queen Gabriella, respectively?
Do you have a place like these?

There are many instances of storytelling, daydreaming,
gossiping, and conversing in this tale. What message
or messages does this novel have about stories and
storytelling?

What do you think is in the Wordsmith’s velvet bag?

. Do you think there really was a thief? Explain.

. In what ways does the saying “The grass is always

greener on the other side of the fence” relate to this
story?

. Which characters have changed by the end of the

story? How are they different and what caused
their changes?

Extension Activities

Family Seal

In the Kingdom of Corona, the King's seal features
emblems representative of the royal family: a castle, a
crown, a tree, and a corno. Make your own seal with a
design and images that stand for something about you
and your family.

. Predictions

Write future headlines for The Corona Times, the local
newspaper. Write headlines that reveal what you think
happens to Pia, Enzio, Prince Gianni, Prince Vito, and
Princess Fabrizia when they grow up.

Story Spinning

Just as Pia and Enzio spin stories by building on
each other’s ideas, create a pass-along story in your
group. One person begins by making up an opening
sentence, and each person takes a turn by adding
on a new sentence. The story passes around until
the group thinks it is finished. The more the group
practices pass-along storytelling, the more engaging
the stories become.
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