
Reading Guide

Island of the Sequined Love Nun
By Christopher Moore
ISBN: 9780060735449

Introduction

Take a wonderfully crazed excursion into the demented heart of a tropical paradise == a world of
cargo cults, cannibals mad scientists, ninjas, and talking fruit bats.

Our bumbling hero is Tucker Case, a hopeless geek trapped in a cool guy's body, who makes a living as
a pilot for the Mary Jean Cosmetics Corporation. But when he demolishes his boss's pink plane during a
drunken airborne liaison, Tuck must run for his life from Mary Jean's goons. Now there's only one
employment opportunity left for him: piloting shady secret missions for an unscrupulous medical
missionary and a sexy blond High Priestess on the remotest of Micronesian hells.

Here is a brazen, ingenious, irreverent, wickedly funny novel from a modern master of the outrageous.

Topics for Discussion

1. The author spent a great deal of time studying on Pacific Islands. Were there any elements of island life portrayed in the book
that surprised you or particularly intrigued you? Were there aspects that you would like to know more about? Do you think that
comedy translates across cultures? Would the people of the islands find this story funny? Why or why not?
2. At one point in the book a parallel is drawn between Tucker Case and Hamlet. Other than the examples drawn in the short
biographical sketch of Tuck, can you think of any other similarities between these two men of indecision?
3. Cargo cults and the worship of WWII bomber pilots by natives in the Pacific are real phenomena. Do you think the author was
trying to draw a connection between cargo cults and the pyramid make-up sales structure of Mary Jean Cosmetics? Will the
intrusion of Western culture destroy the cultures of the Pacific Islands?
4. The value of transplant organs is a major motivating factor for the Sky Priestess and her doctor husband. Given that more than
three million dollars was bid on eBay recently for a kidney placed up for auction on the Internet, before the company pulled the
listing, do you think that organ smuggling will become a major crime wave in the future?
5. Toward the end of the book Tucker Case has a change of feelings about the way he has treated women throughout his life.
What do you think caused this? The influence of Kimi? Sepie? The Sky Priestess? Or perhaps a combination of many events?

About the author
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