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Who was the most memorable/inspirational teacher or librarian from your childhood?

I had two inspirational teachers when I was growing up. When I was in Primary School(in Ireland, you attend Primary School when you’re
between four and eleven/twelve) it was Seamus Tynan. That’s when I really learned to love books and reading, and I used to love to
writing stories for class. Everyone else would groan when we got a story as homework, but I adored it.

When I went to Secondary School (from the age of twelve to eighteen), my English teacher was Ian Steepe. As a teenager, my writing
started to develop a little more, and he bolstered my confidence when I needed it, but also came down hard when I took the easy way
out. He didn’t accept second best from me.

In my book, I pay a tribute to both of these teachers by naming a character(who is a book publisher) Seamus Steepe.

What were some of your childhood ambitions? Did you always want to be a writer, or did your writing career come as a
surprise?

I always wanted to be a writer. I wanted to be an artist too, and envisioned a life of writing and drawing comics. I loved comics when I
was younger, and I still do. They’re a wonderful way to learn how to read, and they fire up the imagination.

I don’t think there was ever a time in my life where I didn’t want to be a writer. I was always writing, no matter what was going on in my
life, so I just always took it for granted that this would be my profession. I’m so incredibly lucky that I can do the thing that I love and
make a living from it.

What's been your most memorable moment as an author thus far?

My most memorable moment is still the moment when I first heard that HarperCollins wanted to publish my book. Earlier that morning I
was wondering what I was going to do with my life. I was worrying about having no money. And then, when I was standing in a comic
shop in Dublin, my agent called me and gave me a list of publishers who were interested in Skulduggery Pleasant. It was an amazing
moment, and from that moment on, my life changed.

What's your writing routine?

I go to bed late, usually around three or four in the morning, so I wake up at about eleven. If I’m in the middle of a book I’ll usually start
working at one or two, write solidly until five, and then break for a few hours. Most times, I’d get back to my desk by ten, and keep
writing until I fall asleep.

I love writing. I have so much fun that I really don’t want to stop, and when things are going well it puts such a smile on my face. When
things aren’t going well I shrug, play with my dog, go out for a bit, and then get back to work, refreshed.

Do you have a favorite place to write?

I write at home, in my bedroom, while my dog sleeps on my bed behind me. A writer’s life is so solitary, and I’m quite unsociable by
nature, so I need the regular interruptions of family to stop me from living in my own head too much. If it was up to me, I wouldn’t talk to
anyone for days.

Fill in the blank: I can't write without _______.

…happiness. If I’m in a bad mood, or if I’ve just had an argument with someone, I can’t write, because I just rerun the argument over and
over in my head. I can’t have anything distract me. I once had an argument with a girlfriend, and I couldn’t write for weeks after that.

The good thing about this is that I’m learning NOT to have arguments! It’s making me a lot happier, and I love being happy, and it sounds
kind of strange but I really like smiling! I’ve learned to have fun with every second I’m awake.

Do you have other jobs, or do you write full-time? What are some of the jobs you've held in the past? Can you identify any
ways in which previous jobs have helped you become a better writer?

I’m lucky enough to write full time, but before all this happened I used to work on the family farm. I cut cauliflowers and pulled leeks and
packed lettuce for six years, and while I didn’t exactly enjoy the work, it actually helped my writing an awful lot.

I found that when I was doing physical work, my mind would be able to carry on writing. I would not talk to anyone around me, any of
my fellow workers, because I was writing the next scene or the next chapter, or I was plotting out the next story, in my head. Then, the
moment work was finished, I’d hurry inside and spend hours translating it all onto the computer.

It made me fast and it made me efficient, and I quite liked the fact that while my body was in a cold, wet field in the middle of winter,
my mind was off with vampires and zombies and monsters. If only my fellow workers had known what I was thinking about, I’m sure



they’d have been quite worried...

Was there a particular inspiration behind the writing of this book?

For years, I wrote screenplays for movies. I had no intention of writing a book at all. I didn’t plan it, I didn’t sit down one day and decide
to write a book, it just happened. Skulduggery Pleasant popped into my head and suddenly I was writing a book about a skeleton
detective.

I literally have no idea where the inspiration came from. It’s like he was there all along, at the back of my mind, and he was just waiting
until I was ready to see him.

Do you have a favorite character in your book? What did you enjoy about creating this character? Was he/she based on
anyone you know?

Skulduggery is a lot of fun to write, but I have a special affinity for Stephanie, who gets introduced to this hidden world and finds herself
in way over her head. I taught Kenpo Karate for ten years, and while I was teaching the “kids”, I realised they were just as smart and
just as witty as anyone my age. So, when I was writing the book, I saw absolutely no reason why my twelve-year-old character
shouldn’t be as intelligent and as funny as my grown-up characters.

Stephanie, therefore, is based on this attitude, and a certain few girls in particular who have never been afraid to stand up and question
authority, a quality I’ve always admired.
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